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Our Christian values: Compassion, forgiveness, trust, respect, courage and  perseverance 
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On Thursday of this week, KS1 were fortunate enough to have  dance workshops as part 
of our 'We are performers' topic. We learnt a dance routine that had been choreo-
graphed for us for our Nativity performance. The children (and staff) all loved it!  
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Classes % Lates Class % Lates 

Little Doves 97.54% 4 Pelicans 97.7% 1 

Little Fish 91.53% 0 Angels 88.18% 0 

Little Lambs 95.24% 1 Faith 93.1% 0 

Peacocks 96.43% 2 Hope 95.39% 1 

Phoenix 94.76% 2       
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The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 

I loved this book so much that I read it in just one weekend! Go on an  
adventure through the magical Amazon rainforest with Fred, Con, Lila and 
Max. When their plane crashes on the way to Manaus, the children are  
stranded in the jungle. They must figure out the basics of survival: water,  
shelter, food. As they grow braver, the children start to explore, building a raft 
to sail down the river and discovering all sorts of curious (and dangerous!) 
wildlife. Soon, they discover traces of another human inhabitant – and then 
they find the map! This book will leave you wanting to head straight for the 
Amazon jungle and search for a lost city! I would give this book 5 stars –  
beautifully written and beautifully illustrated!  
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Wet play games……… 

If you know anyone that maybe having a ‘pre’ 
Christmas clear out and are getting rid of any 
suitable indoor games, we would be grateful for any  
donations!  Thank you. 

If your child would like to purchase a poppy or additional 

items such as snap bands, bracelets and button tags 

(these are priced at £1 per item) to show their support to 

The Poppy Appeal they will be sold at break times until 

 Friday 8th November.   Many Thanks 



PARENT FORUM NOTES 
Just over 20 parents and carers attended our parent forum this time.  Mrs Carmichael shared the 
school’s key priorities for this academic year and our planned actions to meet these targets.  
These priorities are improving attainment of disadvantaged pupils; improving outcomes in 
maths and reading and developing teaching of a broad and balanced curriculum.  The  
discussion was then opened up to attendees and agenda items suggested by parents via Dojo. 

Positive feedback  

-Parent recognised that there was a positive use of Dojo 

-One parent spoke about how they felt the school was a happy place to be.  

-One parent felt it was positive that more information was shared with parents regarding topics 
and outcomes 
 

Queries 

One parents raised concerns that KS1 spellings were not being tested and wanted              
clarification about the impact of the new way of teaching spelling.  

Mrs Carmichael explained the research behind pupils exploring spelling rules and focusing on 
the application of spelling knowledge in their writing rather than rote learning of a few words.   
She also explained that internal data is showing that spelling attainment is improving. Mrs  
Carmichael shared that further tweaks to spelling homework which are being implemented. 

 

One parent raised the continued loss of INSET week and questioned whether it could be       
considered to be reintroduced as it was beneficial to family time/holidays  

This is a Trust decision and Karen Holmes, our Trust School Improvement Partner, will  raise 
this issue at a Trust meeting with the CEO, Stuart Renshaw.  

 

One parent raised their concerns about the new reading books which have been purchased in 
Key Stage One. 

Mrs Carmichael clarified that the RWI books will be sent home to promote fluency, a library book 
to promote a love for reading and an ORT book to support children to apply phonic knowledge 
whilst offering challenge and developing other reading skills. Miss Jane will be sending home 
further information to provide further clarification about this. 

 

One parent raised the Year 5/6 trip to London as she was concerned that the inclusion of y6 
children was unfair 

Mrs Carmichael confirmed that 38 children were currently signed up to attend, over 30 are year 
5 pupils.  A few year 6 children are attending as they did not get the chance last year.  The  
current year 5 children will get the chance to do the year 6 activity residential next year. 

 

One parent raised a concern about the use of TV in class and wanted further clarification 
about this. 

Miss Jane confirmed that films or TV programmes may have been watched should the class 
have won the Popcorn party as an attendance reward. Film clips are also sometimes used as a 
stimulus for writing.  Miss Jane also explained that due to recent poor weather, TV may have 
been offered as one of the choices when it is too wet to go outside at breaktimes. 



One parent raised the issue of a lack of soap in KS1 toilets 

DC has checked the soap in the KS1 toilets and will raise this matter with our cleaning  
company.  

 

One parent questioned whether children who had met the National Curriculum need to  
continue accessing lessons 

DC explained that this could incur cost implications and expressed that for some children, this 
was an opportunity which would be missed as it contributes to weekly PE hours. In addition, 
staffing alternative activities during this time could be tricky. However, it would be worthwhile 
checking provision for higher ability swimmers and if they can be offered something different or 
more challenging during their regular swim sessions.  We will look into this. 

 

One parent questioned the homework expectations  

Our homework policy states that the youngest children should be reading for approximately ten 
minutes a day and we maintain that this is very important.  We also recognise that it can be 
challenging to balance with home life.  We would therefore suggest to prioritise reading if  
homework is becoming a battleground! Homework is set to consolidate work in school and we 
do feel it is beneficial but do not want it to be a time of stress at home.  

Mrs Carmichael’s presentation on our key priorities will be available on the Parent Information 
tab on our website should you wish to take a look 




