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Topic: Plants Year 3/4 
Strand: Science 

 identify and describe the functions of different 
parts of flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, 
leaves and flowers  

 explore the requirements of plants for life and 
growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil, 
and room to grow) and how they vary from 
plant to plant  

Scientific Skills and Enquiry:  

Pupils in years 3 and 4 should be given a range of 
scientific experiences to enable them to raise their 
own questions about the world around them. They 
should start to make their own decisions about the 
most appropriate type of scientific enquiry they might 
use to answer questions; recognise when a simple 
fair test is necessary and help to decide how to set it 
up; talk about criteria for grouping, sorting and clas-
sifying; and use simple keys. They should begin to 
look for naturally occurring patterns and relation-
ships and decide what data to collect to identify 
them. They should help to make decisions about 
what observations to make, how long to make them 
for and the type of simple equipment that might be 
used.  

What you should already 
know. 

identify and name a variety of com-
mon wild and garden plants, in-
cluding deciduous and evergreen 
trees  

identify and describe the basic 
structure of a variety of common 
flowering plants, including trees.  

Key learning 

Plan an enquiry to test our theories on what plants need 
to grow and thrive. 

Set up an enquiry to test our theories on what plants 
need to grow and thrive making predictions about the 
results. 

investigate the way in which water is transported within 
plants  


