
  Bishop Bronescombe C of E Primary School 

Topic: Life-cycle of Plants Year 3/4 

Scientific Skills and Enquiry:  

Pupils in years 3 and 4 should be given a range of scientific experiences to enable 
them to raise their own questions about the world around them. They should start to 
make their own decisions about the most appropriate type of scientific enquiry they 
might use to answer questions; recognise when a simple fair test is necessary and 
help to decide how to set it up; talk about criteria for grouping, sorting and classify-
ing; and use simple keys. They should begin to look for naturally occurring patterns 
and relationships and decide what data to collect to identify them. They should help 
to make decisions about what observations to make, how long to make them for and 
the type of simple equipment that might be used.  

What you should already know. 

identify and name a variety of common 
wild and garden plants, including decidu-
ous and evergreen trees  

identify and describe the basic structure 
of a variety of common flowering plants, 
including trees.  

Key learning 

Identify the reproductive parts 
of a plant 
 

understand that flowers vary 
in size, colour, shape and 
form but all play a crucial 
role in reproduction 

observe and record a natural 
sequence of plant lifecycle 
(fruit development) 
 

observe the structure of fruits 
closely and make detailed 
drawings of them in pastel or 
crayon 
 

know the different ways that 
seeds can be dispersed and 
investigate wind dispersal by 
setting up a fair test to com-
pare the flight of different pa-
per spinners 

Strand: Science 

 identify and describe 
the functions of differ-
ent parts of flowering 
plants: roots, stem/
trunk, leaves and flow-
ers  


