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“Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with higher over-
all absence tend to achieve less well in both primary and secondary school. School attendance will 
therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. This means from that point, the 
usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 
 parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered 
pupil at school and they are of compulsory school age; 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

 the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ 
codes of conduct.” 

 

 

 

 

 



 5 

“Siblings may also be in different groups. Endeavouring to keep these groups at least partially                    
separate and minimising contacts between children will still offer public health benefits as it reduces 
the network of possible direct transmission.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our bubbles are:  Nursery & Reception, Years 1 & 2, Years 3 & 4 and Years 5 & 6. 
 

 
 
 
 

“Schools should bear in mind the potential concerns of pupils, parents and households who may be 
reluctant or anxious about returning and put the right support in place to address this.”   

 We recognise that younger children will not be able to maintain social distancing, and it is                
acceptable for them not to distance within their group.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dY85Aa4vAk6ZJoMu7AMgNq8I1R4AU89Ns8WlzQO31ilUMU9SRENWWjJTRVE2RzJPWVlGMFRMRDJaRS4u
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“Staggered start and finish times should not reduce the amount of overall teaching time.” 
 

“Schools should consider staggered starts or adjusting start and finish times to keep groups apart as 
they arrive and leave school.” 

  EYFS Main reception KS1 Main car park 

8.30 Nursery   Doves Pelicans 

8.45 Stars   Fish Hope 

9.00    Lambs & Angels Phoenix 

9.15 Rainbows   Peacocks Faith 

12.15 Nursery       

  EYFS Main reception KS1 Main car park 

11.30 Nursery       

2.45     Doves Pelicans 

3.00 Stars   Fish Hope 

3.15  Nursery  Lambs & Angels Phoenix 

3.30 Rainbows   Peacocks Faith 
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KS1 entrance for Doves, Fish, Lambs and Peacocks 

 

Car park entrance for Pelicans, Hope, Phoenix and Faith 

 

“Schools should remind parents about the process that has 
been agreed for drop off and collection, including that gather-

ing at the school gates and otherwise coming onto the site 
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Entrance for Nursery, Rainbows and Stars 

 

Main Reception entrance for Angels 
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“We expect that kitchens will be fully open from the start of the autumn term and normal legal re-
quirements will apply about provision of food to all pupils who want it, including for those eligible for 
benefits-related free school meals or universal infant free school meals.” 

 

 
 
 
 

 
“Schools should also consider staggered break times and lunch times (and time for cleaning surfaces 
in the dining hall between groups).”  
 
“Both the approaches of separating groups and maintaining distance are not ‘all-or-nothing’ options, 
and will still bring benefits even if implemented partially. “ 
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“Schools will need to work with staff, pupils and parents to ensure that behaviour expectations are 
clearly understood, and consistently supported, taking account of individual needs and should also 
consider how to build new expectations into their rewards system.” 

“Schools should set out clearly at the earliest opportunity the consequences for poor behaviour and 
deliberately breaking the rules and how they will enforce those rules including any sanctions.”

“It is likely that adverse experiences and/or lack of routines of regular attendance and classroom    

discipline may contribute to disengagement with education upon return to school, resulting in in-

creased incidence of poor behaviour. “ 

https://bishop-bronscombe.eschools.co.uk/web/other_useful_information/484844
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“Supply teachers, peripatetic teachers and/or other temporary staff can move between schools. 
They should ensure they minimise contact and maintain as much distance as possible from other 
staff.“ 
 
“All teachers and other staff can operate across different classes and year groups in order to                   
facilitate the delivery of the school timetable. “ 
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‘Within their groups, primary schools do not need to keep children 2  metres apart from each other – 
this has been the case throughout the outbreak.” 

 

“It is still important to reduce contact between people as much as possible, so children, young people 
and staff where possible, should only mix in a small, consistent group and that small group should 
stay away from other people and groups.  

 
‘Schools should aim to minimise  contact between individuals and maintain social distancing where 
possible.’ 
 
We recognise that younger children will not be able to maintain social distancing, and it is acceptable 
for them not to distance within their group.’ 

 

“Schools should make small adaptations to the classroom to support distancing where possible.” 
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‘Equipment and resources are integral to education in schools. During the summer term, their use 

was minimised, many were moved out of classrooms, and there was significant extra cleaning. That 

position has now changed for the autumn term, because prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has 

decreased and because they are so important for the delivery of education .’

It is still recommended that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring into school each day, to 

essentials such as lunch boxes, hats, coats, books and stationery. Bags are allowed. Pupils and 

teachers can take books and other shared resources home, although unnecessary sharing should be 

avoided, especially where this does not contribute to pupil education and development.  

“Schools have the flexibility to decide how physical education, sport and physical activity will be            
provided whilst following the measures in their system of controls. Pupils should be kept in consistent 
groups, sports equipment thoroughly cleaned between each use by different individual groups, and 
contact sports avoided.”  
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“Some schools may keep children in their class groups for the majority of the classroom time,              
but also allow mixing into wider groups for specialist teaching, wraparound care.” 

 
“Endeavouring to keep these groups at least partially separate and minimising contacts between  
children will still offer public health benefits as it reduces the network of possible direct transmission.” 
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“Schools should consider how to manage other visitors to the site, such as contractors, and ensure 

site guidance on physical distancing and hygiene is explained to visitors on or before arrival.” 

“School leaders will want to consider how to minimise the number of visitors to the school where             

possible.”  

 

“Schools are able to work with external coaches, clubs and organisations for curricular and extra-

curricular activities where they are satisfied that this is safe to do so. Schools should consider care-

fully how such arrangements can operate within their wider protective measures.” 
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“Pupils may be experiencing a variety of emotions in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) out-
break, such as anxiety, stress or low mood. This may particularly be the case for vulnerable children, 
including those with a social worker and young carers. It is important to contextualise these feelings 
as normal responses to an abnormal situation. Some may need support to re-adjust to school; oth-
ers may have enjoyed being at home and be reluctant to return; a few may be showing signs of 
more severe anxiety or depression.”

“Substantial modification to the curriculum may be needed at the start of the year, so teaching time 
should be prioritised to address significant gaps in pupils’ knowledge with the aim of returning to the 
school’s normal curriculum content by no later than summer term 2021.”

“Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the autumn term, but make 
use of existing flexibilities to create time to cover the most important missed content .”

 
“£650 million will be spent on ensuring all pupils have the chance to catch up and supporting schools 
to rise to the challenge. This one-off grant funding will be paid to all state-funded primary, secondary 
and special schools in the 2020 to 2021 academic year. Whilst headteachers will decide how the 
money is spent, the Education Endowment Foundation has published guidance on effective inter-
ventions to support schools. For pupils with complex needs, we strongly encourage schools to spend 
this funding on catch-up support to address their individual needs. We will set out how this funding 
will be distributed between individual schools shortly.” 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/
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Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using 

methods which are different from normal.

“We would, however, encourage all schools to return to their usual uniform policies in the autumn 

term. Uniform can play a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of a school and setting an                      

appropriate tone.” 

“Schools should consider how pupil non-compliance is managed, taking a mindful and considerate 

approach in relation to parents who may be experiencing financial pressures.” 

 



 21 

 

‘Schools should ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.’  

‘Essential measures include robust hand and respiratory hygiene .’ 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#additional-questions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#additional-questions
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