
What should I already know? 

In Year 3 and 4, the children will have studied the formation of mountains and volcanoes as well as tour-
ism benefits in different environments (beaches and the seaside). They will have some understanding of 
why tourism is important. Children will have also briefly looked at weather systems of the UK and other 
areas around the world.  

  Bishop Bronescombe C of E Primary School 

Topic: Magnificent Mountains Year 5/6 Strand: Geography (locational knowledge, 
human and physical geography) 

In this Unit, we will find out about the major mountains of the world and the UK. We will 
find out the different ways in which mountains have been formed, and how different fea-
tures of mountain ranges have been shaped over time. We will have the opportunity to 
consider what the weather is like in a mountainous environment and to evaluate the im-
pact that tourism has on a mountainous region. 

(Map) Legend A key or visual explanation of the 
symbols used on a map.  

Contour Line These are lines that show high and 
low areas of land. The contour lines 
join up areas of the same height, 
and when they are close together it 
means the hill or mountain is steep. 
When they are far apart it means 
the land is gently sloping, or undu-
lating.  

Summit The top of the mountain.  

Foot The bottom of a mountain.  

Face The side of a mountain.  

Outcrop  A rock formation visible from the 
surface. 

Ridge  A long, narrow, high section of 
land.  

Treeline Above here, snow and ice cover the 
mountain all year.  

Plateau  An area of high, flat ground.  

Fold mountain These occur when tectonic pates collude.  

Fault-block mountain When cracks in the Earth’s surface open 
up, large chucks of rock can be pushed 
up while others are pushed down. This 
creates mountains with a long slope on 
one side, and a sharp drop on the other. 

Volcanic mountain Formed around volcanoes, made up of 
layers of cooled lava and ash.  

Dome mountain Dome mountains are smooth and round
-looking. They are formed when magma 
is forced up between the crust and the 
mantle, but doesn’t ever flow out. 

Plateau mountain  They form because of materials being 
taken away through erosion, which has 
left deep valleys or gorges next to high 
cliffs. 


