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The Maya were a civilisation who lived in Mesoamerica (now Central 
America) between approximately 2000 BCE and 900CE. They are 

known for being the first Mesoamericans to develop writing. They al-
so had a sophisticated culture in which they lived in city states. They 
built spectacular monuments and stepped pyramids – some (e.g. El 
Castillo in Chichen Itza) have become world tourist destinations in 

the modern day. They were also well-known for their advanced 
maths and calendars. Around 900CE, Maya cities became aban-

doned. No one knows for sure why this happened.  

1100 BC Hunter 
gatherers settle 
along the Pacif-

ic coast.  

1100 BC  

Settlements begin to 
appear  

700 BC  

Mayan writing is 
developed 

100 BC  

The first Maya pyra-
mids are built 

900—1200 AD  

El Castillo is built 

1000 AD  

Chichen Itza is the 
most powerful city 

1502 AD  

First contact with Eu-
rope 

T
im

el
in

e 

Top 5 Maya Facts! 

1) The Mayans predicted the world 
would end in 2012. 

2) Flat foreheads were fashionable 
so they would put baby’s heads 

in a press to squash them. 

3) It was considered beautiful to be 
cross-eyed so parents would 

hang balls in-between their chil-
dren’s eyes to make them look 

inwards.  

4) Mayans sacrificed humans for 
religious and medical reasons. It 
was an honour to be sacrificed!  

5) Noblewomen would file their 
teeth into sharp points  

What your child should al-
ready know:  

Your children will have learnt 
about two Ancient Civilisa-
tions : Ancient Egyptians in 
LKS2 and the Shang Dynas-

ty,  

By the end of this topic: 

Your child will be able to 
compare all three civilisa-

tions based on their achieve-
ments and their way of life. 


