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Outdoor Learning Day  

This week we celebrated Outdoor Learning Day! 

Early Years have been exploring mark making using vehicles and shaving foam. We went on an  
autumn- themed treasure hunt to see what we could find. The children then had a go at doing some  

observational drawings of their treasures and writing some adjectives to describe them. We have been 
hunting for sticks in the secret garden, comparing their different sizes and sorting them into the correct 
size order. Key Stage 1 have been roasting marshmallows on the campfire and talking about fire safety. 
They have also been making nature crowns and exploring which autumnal colours they can find on our 

school grounds. Key Stage 2 explored the secret garden, collecting natural items to make arrays to  
support their multiplication.  



 
Classes % Lates Class % Lates 

Little Doves 97.32% 2 Pelicans 98.57% 3 

Little Fish 94.65% 0 Angels 94.64% 4 

Little Lambs 94.81% 2 Faith 99.23% 0 

Peacocks 96.43% 2 Hope 93.19% 0 

Phoenix 95.93% 1       

 ATTENDANCE 

 

 We are now into November and it continues to be a pleasure to be meeting new faces and 
supporting those of you that I have had contact with so far. I am contactable via the office or 
you can drop me a text on 07903 613074. I can support you with a variety of issues and if I 
do not have the answer, I will work with you to ensure we put you in touch with the help 
that you, your family or your child needs. 

Our ‘Kids Matter’ Parenting programme has gotten underway again and it is really encouraging to be 
meeting parents and carers who are keen to engage and benefit from helpful insights that ultimately  
promote healthy, positive relationships within families. If you are interested in finding out more about  
future Kids Matter programme or the Incredible Years Parenting programme, please do get in touch. 

A lot of the work I do links families with other support services. Are you informed about the Early Help 
Hub and the services and support that they can offer? More information can be found at https://
www.cornwall.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/childrens-services/early-help/parents/   Please get in touch 
with me if you’d like some advice. 

I have again been reviewing patterns of attendance and absence. 

Things are improving as we move along the term! We now currently have a reduction in the number of 
pupils recorded with less than 90% attendance so far. However, in line with Government expectations, it is 
our school policy to aim for 96% attendance for all of our pupils. Please be reminded of our RAG system 
which is designed to alert you to the fact that your child’s attendance is falling below expectations. 

      GREEN band—96% to 93%  

      AMBER band  - 93% to 90%  

      RED band (persistent absentee) - Below 90% - as per DfE definition 

Quite a few pupils seem to be falling ill and taking time off to recover and we must reiterate that pupils 
should only be kept home in exceptional circumstances. As a school we are committed to promoting  
resilience and urge parents to encourage their children into school, along with some Calpol if necessary. 
There are lots of helpful tips at https://www.calpol.co.uk/illnesses-symptoms Very often, once here with 
their friends and distracted by the tasks of the day, we notice that children can frequently ‘bounce back’. 
They may of course require a little more rest and TLC on returning home but importantly they will not 
have missed out on their learning opportunities. 

I very much want to support families with any issues you may be having in relation to attendance or 
punctuality, whether this be related to illnesses, worries or any other barriers. 

I am due to meet with our Education Welfare Officer to review any concerns we have so far this academic 
year and it certainly makes this process far easier if families are forthcoming in requesting support. 

PSA 



IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Christmas Play Dates: 

Nursery & Reception—Monday 9th December  

KS1—Tuesday 10th December 

LKS2—Wednesday 11th December 

UKS2—Thursday 12th December 

Performances at 10am & 2.30pm—information on tickets 
will be sent out next week.   

SECRET SANTA 

Friends of BB are delighted to be organising Secret Santa again this year.  We know the children 
love it. For those who don't know, Friends of BB come into school and have a sale of small items  
suitable for the children to give as gifts to adults in their life.  These items are carefully selected by the 
child then they have them gift wrapped by BB Friends Elves.  Please could you donate a small gift for a man 
and a woman, Friends of BB will be collecting the gifts at the Ark on Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th  
November between  8.30 and 9am.  (Sorry, but we cannot accept alcoholic products, or fictional/
autobiographical books as we cannot sell them to the children - recipe/cook books are ok. Thank you)   

Other important news: 

St Austell Family Hub has the next OASIS Face to Face support group running on 25th Nov and 9th Dec 
from 10-12. They are a friendly, free support group trained to provide emotional support and sign posting 
to parents and carers of children with any additional need and are a great source of support if you have 
any early concerns about your child’s needs. 

St Austell Family Hub has a drop in session to meet with a Family worker on 13th Nov and 11th Dec  
between 12.30- 2.30. If you are having any issues in the family home and feel you have run out of ideas 
about how to tackle the latest challenges, why not pop along and see if they can offer you some ideas? 

Perhaps you are attempting to manage some challenging behaviours from your children and feel you 
could benefit from some specific advice? St Dennis Family Hub is holding the next drop in support group 
on the 20th Nov from 12.30-2.30. 

There is no need to book. If you are feeling too nervous to attend alone, drop me a message and we can 
see if I can go along with you for some  support. 

PSA 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY cont……. 

READING 



ANNUAL TABLE-TOP SALE 

Previously loved CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, TOYS,  
DVD’S, BOOKS etc.  AUCTIONS ON THE HALF HOURS.  

 Face painting for children.   
Refreshments & cakes for sale. 

Saturday 9th November 2019 

1pm—4.30pm 

At Cuddra WI Hall, Bucklers Lane, St Austell, PL25 3JN 

ALL PROCEEDS TO ST AUSTELL FOODBANK AND BIBLES4SCHOOLS 

BB School Parliament 

On Monday at break time we will be selling Match Attax for 50p per pack.  In 
the first instance, we will only be able to sell 1 pack per child.  If there are 

more packs at the end of break, we will share them out fairly between the classrooms but 
will still cost 50p.  The proceeds will go to our School Parliament fundraising initiatives. 
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