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Our Christian values: Compassion, forgiveness, trust, respect, courage and  perseverance 

HEAD’S BLOG 

Speech Festival Champion 

Following BB’s success at the 
St Austell Speech Festival, our 
three winners were invited 
back to perform at the Gala 

Concert last Saturday evening.  
During the concert, Oscar was awarded 
the trophy which goes to the person with 
the highest mark across the whole 
speech festival. Out of hundreds of    
participants, Oscar had the highest mark 
for his performance.                              
Congratulations, Oscar! 

 

A group of talented BB dancers joined 3 other local 

schools to perform at White River Place on Tuesday      

evening.  They have been working with a local                    

choreographer on their routine over the last few weeks 

and were truly fab-u-lous!  Christina from Dance 

 Republic said ‘Please tell them 

how proud we are of them and 

impressed by what they were 

able to achieve with Dean in a 

relatively short time.’  

I’m sure this is not the last we 

will see of this group! 



PHOTO PAGE 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Nativity photo’s next week…………... 

Thank you to the  

people that donated to 

Save the Children, we 

raised £197.00 



 
Classes % Lates Class % Lates 

Little Doves 96.93% 3 Pelicans 98.21% 3 

Little Fish 98.77% 0 Angels 98.41% 2 

Little Lambs 91.85% 3 Faith 95.19% 0 

Peacocks 94.05% 0 Hope 99.63% 0 

Phoenix 98.52% 2       

 ATTENDANCE 

 

I have again been reviewing patterns of attendance and absence.  

We have evaluated statistics with our Education Welfare Officer and some families will have been  

contacted because their child’s attendance is currently showing as below 90%. A number of these are due 

to repeated periods of being away due to illness and a number of these illnesses are not considered to be 

sufficient reason for absence.  

We often discover that children who are encouraged to make it in to school even when they are feeling a 

little under the weather, do in actual fact, successfully make it through the day pleasantly distracted by 

the tasks of the day. They may of course require a little more TLC each evening to recuperate but in many 

cases they can be avoiding unnecessary absence marks against their names. Equally, we note that a  

number of the below 90% statistics are due to unauthorised periods of holiday. Please be aware of the 

impact that these absences have on your child’s record. Most importantly we hope families will take into 

account that their children are disadvantaged by missing significant learning opportunities. 

In addition, some of you will be aware that we now have a newly implemented ‘late log’ which for  

safeguarding reasons, must be completed by a parent/carer should your child be arriving to school after 

the registers have closed at 9am. Observations thus far indicate that some families could be making some 

very small changes to their morning routines and this would reduce the likelihood of their child arriving 

late to their lessons. Where some parents have requested support in addressing punctuality with their 

children, we have had success by introducing a personalised incentive scheme and I would be very happy 

to speak to any other families who feel they require advice and support to make the necessary changes to 

prioritise punctuality. 

We do however continue to have a reduction in the number of pupils recorded with less than 90%  

attendance so far. In line with Government expectations, it is our school policy to aim for 96% attendance 

for all of our pupils. Please be reminded of our RAG system which is designed to alert you to the fact that 

your child’s attendance is falling below expectations.  

 

 

PSA 

GREEN BAND        96% - 93% 

AMBER BAND       93% - 90% 

                                        RED BAND             Below 90% - as per DfE definition 



We are now into December and it continues to be a pleasure to be meeting new faces 

and supporting those of you that I have had contact with so far. I am contactable via 

the office or you can drop me a text on 07903 613074. I can support you with a  

variety of issues and if I do not have the answer, I will work with you to ensure we get 

you in touch with the help that you, your family or your child needs. 

My focus in recent weeks has included supporting parents to attend local ‘Challenging behaviour’ support 

groups and linking families up with the local Face to Face Oasis support groups, who offer support to   

parents and carers of children with additional needs.  

I have attended school nursing appointments with parents and have also sourced funding and grant    

opportunities that can benefit families.  

I have been talking a lot with parents recently about ways to increase children’s understanding of their 

emotions. A great way to start is for children to begin to hear their families having discussions about 

‘feelings’ on a regular basis; for example, over dinner or at bedtime it can become part of your ‘normal 

dialogue’. Feelings are complicated even for adults, so it often helps to refer to feelings as colours or 

numbers, for example we might liken Angry with Red and Calm with Green. I refer to a traffic light tool 

that I have found to be effective, where everybody in a household can have their picture which they can 

move between the traffic light colours on a poster to show how they are feeling at any time. Once this 

concept is understood, another tool that is particularly useful is The Incredible 5 Point scale; this tool 

helps you to identify what triggers move you up the scale to a 5 (explosive outburst) but helpfully, what 

strategies also help you to move back down the scale back to a 1 (calm and relaxed). If you would like 

further help exploring these techniques, please do get in touch. 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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